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the average of private expenditure. There is no
getting away from the inference that a progressive
transfer of more and more of the national income
from individual to collective channels, would result
in a positive improvement in the character of the
nation's total expenditure. By improvement is
meant that a larger proportion of the national
income would then be devoted to purposes of per-
manent utility, as distinguished from momentary
enjoyment; a larger proportion would be given to
needs that are primary, as compared with needs
that are secondary ; a larger proportion would be
allocated to the maintenance of health, and a smaller
proportion to indulgences destructive of health; a
larger proportion would be laid out on the children,
and a smaller proportion on the adults; a larger
proportion would be appropriated to things of the
mind, and a smaller proportion to things of the body.
We ought to think of this, when we are invited by
abolishing taxes to transfer some of our collective
income to individual pockets.

There are other beneficences of taxation, but I
ought not to seem to implicate Mr. Jones in such
unconventional opinions. Yet a volume about taxes
must not be allowed to treat them as being wholly
evil!
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